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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 
The 2007 Old Car Show was an amazing success despite the 
bad weather. Interest from around the country was 
unprecedented and the organization was superb. My heartfelt 
thanks to all that were involved in any way. Obviously the fact 
that Sunday’s show did not happen was a tremendous 
disappointment to one and all, but the enthusiasm was 
certainly not dampened by the weather, and already plans are 
being made to host the 2008 Show. The vintage tour from 
Klaarstroom was memorable with great photo opportunities in 
the town and along the route. Our rural members certainly 
showed us what Karoo hospitality was about and everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. One must remember that the 
purpose of the Show is to make the public aware of our 
hobby, to experience the camaraderie and friendship that 
exists among the old car enthusiasts, to promote our 
wonderful location and to have fun. If a monetary profit can be 
made and a charitable organization supported then so much 
the better. I certainly cherish some unique memories of 
certain special vehicles and scenes at the Show which 
include a veteran car parked outside the pub area with 
burning carbide lights and the buzz in the hall where the 
models were displayed. Also the remarks and appreciation of 
members of the public during the drive-pasts. I’m sure that all 
the older folk present had something to reminisce about. 
Maybe we should have a story session sometime. 
 
2008 is net om die draai en dit beloof om ‘n baie besige jaar 
te wees vir die SKOMK. Die skou gaan ‘n week vroeër 
plaasvind op die 2de en 3de Februarie en daarop volg die 
Model T eeufees toer wat in September gaan plaasvind. 
Enige iemand wat kans sien om met reëlings behulpsaam te 
wees moet asseblief ‘n kommitteelid kontak so gou as 
moontlik. Die maandelikse uitstappies gaan ‘n bietjie verander 
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word hierdie jaar so ondersteun dit asseblief en moenie dat 
die petrolprys jou onderkry nie. Ek weet dat ek maklik my fliek 
en drinkgeld sal opoffer om net met een van my ou motors te 
kan ry 
 
Best wishes 
Mike 
 

------------------------------------- 
 

EDITORIAL 
 
 
I seem to be having several “blonde moments” lately. Just too 
many things keep going wrong. One of them is the form that I 
sent out with the last newsletter to gather information 
regarding member’s cars. Only when the first reply was 
received and I did not know from whom it had come did I 
realise that no provision was made on the form for a NAME. 
It was however less than 10 minutes later when the same fax 
was received and this time a name was added on the top of 
the page. I must also say a big THANK YOU to those that 
have responded so far. If you have not sent in the details of 
the cars you own, please do so either by fax, e-mail or snail 
mail. We are progressing well with the compilation of a book 
with member’s details as well as the cars they own. We 
would like to have it as complete as possible for publication 
before this year’s AGM. 
 
Ek wil nie veel sê oor die skou nie want die Voorsitter en die 
Skoukoördineerder sê hul sê. Ons is net spyt dat ons nie 
beter weer kon bestel nie. Die reën het die skou erg in die 
wiele gery. Let ook vroegtydig daarop dat die George 
Oumotorskou volgende jaar ‘n week vroeër plaasvind op 2 en 
3 Februarie. Die rede hiervoor is om die botsing met die 
“Classic Car Race”  te  vermy  wat op  Kilarney  plaasvind. 
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It’s a pity that the weather can affect our activities and there’s 
not much that we can do about it. The breakfast run in 
January was also called off at the last minute at the departure 
point due to inclement weather. There were however, a few 
diehards that had breakfast in any case and thoroughly 
enjoyed it, with the weather not being so bad after all. 
 
It’s good to see that attendance to our events seems to be 
improving. Our new events coordinator, Sam Nienaber, is all 
fired up and has already organised a  successful and well 
supported lunch at Sirocco’s in Knysna. See the article by 
Wendy Rademeyer elsewhere in this issue. 
 
In hierdie uitgawe sal julle ietwat meer van Amanda en myself 
te wete kom. Oom Charles van Zyl wat gereeld DIE KOLLIG  
artikels vir die SPANNER skryf het sy kollig hierdie keer op 
ons gerig.  
 
Ons ontvang deesdae ook gereeld interessante brokkies van 
SAVVA wat ons van tyd tot tyd sal publiseer mits daar 
voldoende spasie is. Hierdie brokkies staan bekend as 
“Technical Tips”, waarvan die eerste in hierdie uitgawe 
verskyn. Dit word deur Eric McQuillian geskryf. 
 
Lastly, I hope that the price of petrol does not deter us from 
using our old cars. Even though some of these oldies may be 
somewhat thirsty, most of our outings do not involve driving 
long distances. So let’s use and enjoy our cars. 
 
Oumotor groete 
 
Phillip Rosser 

 
_______________________ 
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ORGANISING THE GEORGE OLD CAR SHOW 

 
 

OR ?? 
 

Indeed, organising an event of this magnitude can easily turn into 
the most disastrous nightmare for the coordinator. 
 

Considering all the various activities that should take place in 
harmony one feels like the conductor of a symphony orchestra at 
times. To mention but a few: the venue, sponsors, exhibitors, 
access control, security, fencing, the flea market, tractors, 
stationary engines, motor cycles, model cars, the veteran tour, 
liaison with the municipality, emergency arrangements and so on 
and so forth. 
 

Hierdie is inderdaad nie ‘n “one man show“ nie en ek was 
bevoorreg om ‘n span uiters bekwame en “commited“ luitenante te 
hê wat lang ure van hulle vrye tyd opgeoffer het om die skou dié  
sukses te maak wat dit was.  Die eerste vergadering het 
plaasgevind so vroeg soos Julie 2006 en hier teen die einde het dit 
taamlik woes gegaan. Aan ieder en elk my opregte dank....dis 
JULLE  en julle helpers wat die ding laat werk het.  My dank ook 
aan julle families wat baie kwaliteit tyd moes opoffer. Gunstige 
kommentaar is ontvang van menige uitstaller, toeskouers en die 
media. Die klanke van die simfonie was soet ! 
WEL GEDAAN  !! 
 

Military precision is required on the actual day of the show to 
ensure that things happen the way they should and our “sergeant 
major” did a superb job. Gate and access control was a vast 
improvement on previous years and it attracted very favourable 
comment from exhibitors, especially those with cars that tend to 
overheat while queueing at the gates. 
 
Confession time!  As coordinator I let the side down by not 
arranging for the rain to be delivered AFTER the weekend ....sorry 
guys ! 
 

Chris van Staden. 
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The 2007 George Old Car Show 
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Left:  Even though 
the weather was 
threatening on the 
Saturday many 
members of the 
public still attended 
the George Old Car 
Show. The show was 
washed out on the 
Sunday however. 

Regs:  
 Die trekkeruitstalling 
het hierdie jaar groot 
belangstelling gelok. 
Hulle het ook aan ‘n 
optog deur George 
se strate 
deelgeneem.  

 

Links:  Die erg 
beskadigde 1935 
Ford Town Sedan 
van Japie v Rooyen 
wat op pad huistoe 
van die skou af in ‘n 
botsing betrokke was. 
Gelukkig is niemand 
erg beseer nie.  



 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 
April 21 st – Saturday - Safari to some of our newer members 
in Hoekwil. Depart from the SASOL garage  west of George 
near Kraaibosch at 09:00. (Please note the change in the 
departure point). 
 
May 19 th - Sedgefield - Wild Oats Farmer’s Market. Depart at 
8.30 from the SASOL garage  west of George near 
Kraaibosch. Let’s go and have breakfast. 
 
June 23 rd – Lunch at the Point in Mossel Bay. Details to 
follow. 
 
July – Our annual Potjiekos – Details to follow. 
 
August  – Gymkhana – Details to follow. Let’s hope that this 
fun event is well supported. 
 
September  9th - Annual Snoek Braai with the Mercedes Benz 
club in Mossel Bay. More details to follow. 
 
Non-Club Event: 
 
April 28 th – Olive Festival in Prince Albert. Gawie 
Breytenbach would like to get a few old cars together for a 
parade at the festival. Please contact him on 023 541 1683 if 
you can attend. 
 

Let’s use and enjoy our cars on the outings! 
---------------------------- 

 
INFO NEEDED 

Tony Jeffcote – Anybody knowing of the whereabouts of this old 
car enthusiast please contact Mike 0824954780 
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LUNCH AT SIROCCO 
 

By Wendy Rademeyer . 
 
It was indeed a wonderful treat to be invited to lunch at 
Sirocco Restaurant on Thesen Islands, Knysna, on Sunday, 
18th March. 
 
The weather was beautiful - bright sunshine with just enough 
of a breeze to prevent the day from being too hot.  I arrived 
home after church to find Manie polishing his 1963 Chevrolet 
Biscayne until it gleamed in the sunlight.  Unfortunately, my 
little Austin Mini was not afforded the same detailed attention, 
but, being such a tiny car, it was a lot easier to dust! 
 
We took to the road, Manie's Chev. leading the way, with my 
little Mini following proudly behind its shiny "big brother".  
Even over the short distance traveled, our duo of large and 
small, red/white cars attracted smiles of appreciation from 
passing motorists. 
 
Soon after we'd parked at Sirocco, the first of the George 
contingent arrived, followed not long after by the rest of the 
group.  The setting was perfect - a top-class restaurant in top-
class surroundings overlooking the main access channel of 
Thesen Islands.  The decor at Sirocco was fresh and 
attractive and the service quick and efficient.  Altogether, 
about 40 people enjoyed a scrumptious buffet lunch which 
included, amongst other delicacies, oysters, prawns, a 
seafood medley in a creamy wine sauce, kebabs, salads and 
pastas. The delicious puddings were impossible to resist, so 
we didn't even try.  However, I did try to convince myself that 
having some of the lovely fresh fruit would, in some way, 
reverse the effects of the decadence already consumed!  
Unfortunately, my scale tells me otherwise! 
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When we finally waddled our way back to our cars, we were 
greeted by a number of tourists, both local and overseas, 
fascinated to have stumbled onto a gathering of old cars.  
There's no doubt about it!  Few people can resist the 
attraction of vintage/classic cars, and it does the heart good 
to know that the "old car movement" brings pleasure to so 
many. 
 
A big "Thank you" to the club from Manie and me for an 
excellent lunch at an excellent venue.  Special thanks to the 
club for treating us in this way and to Sam and Marina for 
organising the function.  It's good to belong to a club that 
gives back to its members when it can! 
 
See photos on page 15 
 

__________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

HULDEBLYK – Jan Reuvers 
 
 
Die Suid-Kaap Oumotorklub wil graag namens alle lede 
opregte meegevoel betuig aan die Reuvers gesin met die 
onlangse afsterwe van Jan Reuvers. Jan en Elsie was van 
die eerste lede van die klub met die lidnommer 17. Jan is 
onlangs op die ouderdom van bykans 82 jaar oorlede na ‘n 
lang siekbed. Ons wens die gesin sterkte toe in hierdie tyd 
van rou.  
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KLAARSTROOM VETERAN RUN 
 

By Phillip Rosser 
 

Every year when it is time for the George Old Car Show , a 
contingent of brave veteran enthusiasts hit the road a few days 
early to enjoy the sights and surroundings of the Southern Cape 
and Garden Route, on their way to the Show. This annual trek to 
the show has grown into a popular organised event over the last 
three years and is becoming a major feature leading to the start of 
the show. It also generates significant publicity for the George Old 
Car Show . Veteran owners from as far as Pietermaritzburg, 
Pretoria and Cape Town participate annually. 
 
In 2005 about twelve cars gathered at Great Brak River on the 
Friday preceding the show and drove in convoy to the Show venue. 
In 2006 our club Secretary organised the event with about twenty 
cars gathering in Prince Albert on the Thursday before the show. 
Early on the Friday the cars made their way through Meirings Poort 
and Oudtshoorn to the show grounds at PW Botha College. The 
distance covered was about 175 km. This year the event started in 
Klaarstroom, just north of Meirings Poort where about 22 old cars, 
mostly veterans gathered on the Thursday afternoon. 
 
The entire village of Klaarstroom was occupied by the group who 
were treated to the hospitality of guesthouse owners, Jeremy and 
Sharon Witts-Hewinson. The whole village was abuzz with lots of 
excitement and had a festive atmosphere. After a Karoo braai and 
information session some of the guys (and girls!!) took to the warm 
pool to cool down before going to bed somewhere deep into the 
night.  
 
Early the next morning after breakfast Hennie Pienaar’s Taxi 
arrived from George with designated drivers to take back the ten or 
so tow cars and trailers. At around 08:00 the group set off from 
Klaarstroom and stopped for a photo shoot in Meirings Poort. This 
was quite a magnificent sight to see so many veteran cars at one 
time gathered in the parking area at the waterfall.  From there the 
convoy  continued  to  Oudtshoorn  where  the  local  Ford   Garage 
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owner treated all to a light snack and something to drink. 
Incidentally, the same garage was visited last year as well, by what 
was at that stage believed to be the largest number of Model T 
Fords at any one time. No less than seven T’s were on the trip last 
year. This year was a different story when no less than twelve 
Model T Fords participated in the run.  
 
From Oudsthoorn it was on to lunch at Eight Bells in the Robinson 
Pass near Mossel Bay. After topping up the radiators and 
tightening a few nuts and bolts, it was on to George again and the 
closer we got to George the more threatening the weather became. 
Soon it started raining and the drivers and passengers in open cars 
were in for a thorough shower. This was aggravated by the fact that 
the traffic department of George led the convoy of veterans through 
the town at a snails pace, and that in peak traffic as well. All arrived 
safely at the PW Botha College, albeit somewhat drenched after a 
thoroughly enjoyable trip of close to 200 km. 
 
This “Veteran Run” on the Friday before the Show has become an 
annual event and is thoroughly enjoyed by all while having the 
opportunity to drive their beautiful veteran cars through some of the 
most spectacular scenery in the country. A decision has however, 
been made not to hold the run in 2008 due to the fact that most 
owners would prefer to preserve their cars for the upcoming S.A. 
Model T Ford Tour  to be held in September 2008. This tour is 
being organised by the Southern Cape Old Car Club  and will 
cover a distance of about 750 km in the Garden Route area 
between George, Plettenberg Bay, Mossel Bay and Oudtshoorn. 
 
I must congratulate Philip Kuschke on a well-organised and most 
enjoyable event, and I am sure that all the veteran owners will be 
back again in 2009. 
 
See photo on page 15 
 

____________________________ 
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KOLLIG OP PHILLIP EN AMANDA ROSSER 
 
 

Deur Charles van Zyl 
 
Dit is tyd dat Klublede nader kennis maak met die man wat 
die SPANNER maak, Phillip Rosser en ook met sy eggenote 
Amanda. 
 
Phillip het die SPANNER fabriek in Desember 2004 by my 
oorgeneem en sederdien het die SPANNER ‘n metamorfose 
ten goede ondergaan. Alles is gerekenariseer en 
gemoderniseer. Die rekenaartegnologie het meegebring dat 
die tydskrif met talle kleurfotos versier kon word sonder 
buitensporige koste en so het Phillip die tydskrif prentjiemooi 
gemaak. Al wat nie verander het nie is die Moersleutel se 
omslag maar wie weet, eendag word ons dalk verras met in 
glansfoto op die voorblad. 
 
Ek het al dikwels gehoor van ‘n grap wat suur geword het. In 
die geval van Phillip en Amanda het ‘n grappie egter ontkiem 
in ‘n gelukkige huwelik. So het dit gebeur. Amanda het van 
haar ouerhuis in Potchefstroom gegaan om by haar niggie in 
Pretoria te kuier en Phillip het destyds in Pretoria gewerk en 
gewoon. Dit was kort na Kerfees en die niggie het ‘n toe-oë-
afspraak (“blind date”) vir Amanda en Phillip gereël. Phillip sê 
dit was sy eerste en enigste toe-oë-afspraak. Hy en Amanda 
het grappies gemaak en gesê – “oor twee jaar trou ons”. Dit 
het so gebeur want twee jaar en een maand later is hulle in 
die huwelik bevestig. 
 
Uit die huwelik is twee dogters gebore. Die oudste dogter 
René staan ook reeds op troue teen die einde van hierdie jaar 
en die jonger dogter, Lizelle is nog op Universiteit. 
 
Die Rosser gesin – pa, ma en dogters is natuur liefhebbers. 
Phillip het ‘n  4X4 voertuig met ‘n daktent.  Daarmee het hulle 
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al deur die noordelike deel van Namibië getoer waar hulle die 
ongelooflike verlatenheid van die Kaokoveld geniet het en 
waar jy vir dae aaneen geen ander mense raakloop nie. Die 
suidelike dele van Namibië is ook aan hulle bekend. Twee 
jaar gelede is hulle deur Botswana en die Caprivi Strook na 
Zambië om die wildebees migrasie vanaf Angola na Zambië 
te aanskou. Hulle toer sonder vooruit besprekings. Wanneer 
die son sak trek hy ‘n ent van die pad af, slaan sy daktent oop 
en oornag daar. 
 
Phillip geniet dit ook om Die Hel (Gamkaskloof) te besoek. 
Die eerste toer na Die Hel was om die sterrehemel te 
bewonder. Vanuit die donker dieptes van Die Hel is die 
hemelruim asemrowend. Met twee latere besoeke het Phillip 
se 4X4 handig te pas gekom om oumotors wat by “Mike-se-
draai” onklaar geraak het uit die warm plek te sleep. ‘n Paar 
dapper Klublede het hulle oumotors daar op die proef gestel. 
 
Hier op George het Amanda saam met ‘n groepie dames 
karate klasse begin bywoon en haar swart gordel verwerf. 
Daarna het sy nog steeds voortgegaan en haar derde Dan 
verwerf. Ek het vir Phillip gevra of hy nie soms effe bedreig 
voel nie en sy antwoord was – “Ek hou maar my mond maar 
ek is nog altyd die baas in my huis – ek kan wegkruip net 
waar ek wil”. 
 
Benewens haar huislike pligte is Amanda ook lief vir 
naaldwerk. Sy werk ook by ‘n boekwinkel in die nuwe 
sakesentrum naby George. Die werk pas haar soos ‘n 
handskoen want sy lees graag. 
 
Phillip is ‘n Durbaniet van geboorte maar het sy skoolonderrig 
by Pretoria Boy’s High School voltooi. Na voltooiing van 
militêre diensplig by Potchefstroom het hy by die 
Departement van Waterwese in Pretoria begin werk. Sy werk 
het verband gehou met watersuiwering en dit het hom 
aangespoor om  verder in  hierdie rigting te  studeer en hy het 
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‘n Diploma in Industriële Mikrobiologie verwerf. Na 
Waterwese het hy ‘n betrekking as Mikrobioloog by Eskom 
aanvaar waar hy tien jaar lank gewerk het. Toe het daar by 
hom en Amanda ‘n behoefte ontstaan om weg te kom van die 
gejaagde stadslewe. ‘n Geleentheid het onstaan vir ‘n 
betrekking by PetroSA (vroëer bekend as Mossgas) ontstaan 
en Phillip het dit aangegryp. Einde 1990 het hy die 
waterlaboratorium by Mossgas aan die gang gesit en nadat 
hy sowat vyf jaar in die laboratorium gewerk het, is hy 
oorgeskuif na die Proses Ingenieurs Afdeling. Hy is nou meer 
met ingenieurs aspekte gemoeid maar steeds met 
watersuiwering en stoom- en kragopwekking. 
 
Omdat die Rossers George as woonplek verkies het bo 
Mosselbaai, ry Phillip nou 135 kilometer per dag werk toe en 
terug. Hy en ‘n kollega maak egter beurte om te ry en so 
doen Phillip elke tweede dag die rywerk. 
 
In die geledere van die SKOMK het Phillip vinnig opgang 
gemaak. Hy is redakteur van die SPANNER, komiteelid, lid 
van die Skou reëlingskomitee en hy dien ook op die 
reëlingskonitee vir die S.A. Model T Ford Tour .  “Waar het 
jou liefde vir oumotors vandaan gekom?” wou ek van Phillip 
weet. Hy sê dat hy nooit eintlik blootstelling aan oumotors 
gehad het nie maar hy dink dat die liefde vir hulle inherent in 
meeste mense is. Selfs toe hy nog ‘n kind was het ‘n “outydse 
karretjie” op die pad altyd sy aandag getrek en in ‘n mate 
gefassineer. Die vonk het egter ontstaan toe Dr Mike 
Alexander sy 1936 Chev vir Phillip en Amanda aangebied het 
vir die 2002 Olyffees uitstappie in Prins Albert. Hulle het die rit 
so geniet dat hulle kort daarna by die Klub aangesluit het.  
Amanda het self geluide gemaak dat sy ook ‘n oumotor wou 
besit. 
 
Sonder Amanda se wete het Phillip begin rondkyk vir iets 
besonders wat darem nie te oud is nie want die kar moet 
geskik wees vir alledaagse  gebruik. Hy  verneem  toe  van  ‘n 
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Onder:  Charles van Zyl se kollig val op Amanda by haar 1959 
MGA en Phillip se skroothoop wat nog in ‘n 1926 Model T Ford 

moet verander. 

Links:  Van die motors 
wat aan die rit van 
Klaarstroom oor die 
Robinsonpas na die 
George Oumotorskou 
gery het afgeneem in die 
pragtige Meiringspoort. 

Above: Some of the members enjoying lunch at Sirocco’s. 



1959 MGA in Johannesburg en is toe saam met van die 
klublede wat die jaarlikse “swopmeet” op Modderfontein 
bywoon Johannesburg toe waar hy die MG gekoop het. Die 
MG is teruggery George toe en met sy aankoms hier het is ‘n 
groot rooi strik om die kar gebind. So teen elfuur die aand toe 
hy by die huis kom maak hy vir Amanda wakker en sê “kom 
kyk wat staan hier buite”. Dit was vir haar ‘n wonderike 
verrassing. Sy geniet die motor baie en dit is ook haar elke 
dag rykar. 
 
Phillip wou vir hom ook ‘n MGA koop maar kon nie een kry 
nie. Toe koop hy ‘n MGB en dit is nou sy vervoermiddel na sy 
werk en terug. 
 
Daar lê al ‘n geruime tyd ‘n hoop skroot op Phillip se perseel. 
Vir die oningeligte mag dit na ‘n onooglike hoop geroeste 
ysters en plate lyk maar vir die kenner van oumotors is dit ‘n 
waardevolle versameling van skaars Model T Ford onderdele. 
Phillip is besig om ‘n 1926 Model T Ford op te bou. Hy hoop 
om die Ford voor die einde van die jaar klaar te hê want dit 
moet dalk René se troukar wees. Die onderstel is klaar en die 
suspensie byna klaar. 
 
Waarom het Phillip op ‘n Model T Ford besluit? Hy het in 
2005 as navigator vir Philip Kuschke opgetree tydens die 
Milligan. Hy het toe ook geleer om die motor te bestuur en die 
Ford het vir Phillip so gefassineer dat hy besluit het om self 
een aan te skaf. Hy het begin soek en gou ontdek dat ‘n klaar 
Model T duur is. Uiteindelik koop hy ‘n onvolledige een in 
stukke. Daarna het Phillip en Philip die land deurkruis op soek 
na ontbrekende onderdele. Klerksdorp, Carnavon, Cradock, 
Queenstown – oral het hulle iets raakgeloop. So het die 
skrootwerf ontstaan maar namate die werk aan Phillip se kar 
vorder word die skroothoop al kleiner. 
 
Phillip sê dat hy gelukkig is om vir Philip Kuschke as 
raadgewer en leermeester te hê.  Laasgenoemde  het  sedert  
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sy kinderdae blootstelling aan en belangstelling in Model T 
Fords gehad. (Sien Kollig artikel in Junie 2005 SPANNER) en 
hy sou vandag vir Henry Ford ‘n paar lesse kon gee. 
 
Die druk is nou op Phillip om sy Ford voor die einde van die 
jaar te voltooi – eerstens omdat sy dogter trou en tweedens 
omdat die motor aan die S.A. Model T Ford Tour in 2008 
moet deelneem. Hierdie toer herdenk die honderdjarige 
bestaan van die Model T Ford en die reëlings aangaande die 
toer is deur SAVVA aan ons klub opgedra. Ons wens vir 
Phillip alle sterkte toe met die taak wat hom voorlê. 
 

_______________________ 
 

The SOUTHERN AFRICAN VETERAN AND VINTAGE 
ASSOCIATION 

VETERAAN MOTORVERENIGING vir SUIDER AFRIKA  
 
My annual pilgrimage to the George Motor Show took on a new 
twist this year. And an interesting one it turned out to be. As has 
become customary, the Southern Cape Old Car Club obviously 
does not have enough to do in only organizing the show on the 
weekend, but they also find time to organize a Friday run to 
George. This year’s run began at Klaarstroom with everybody 
staying over on Thursday evening for an early start Friday morning.  
Having checked for accommodation in Klaarstroom on the Internet 
I decided that Prince Albert 40kms away was a safer bet.   How 56 
people were going to fit into the one 4 - roomed guesthouse in 
Klaarsrtoom sounded too much of a mystery.  Visions of sleeping 
on the floor came to mind.  Luckily other accommodation was 
found some distance away in farmhouses, and all the participants 
were comfortably accommodated. 
 
I finally caught up with the run at a rest stop in Meiringspoort and 
what a surprise! There were 20 cars, most of them veterans. What 
a sight to behold in such a dramatic setting!  Cars from as far afield 
as Cape Town, Johannesburg and Harrismith. From there it was on 
to  Oudtshoorn   with   all   the  Fords  stopping   at   the  local  Ford 
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dealership in town.   Then followed a slow drive to lunch at the 8 
Bells Resort.  The weather changed in the afternoon and the cars 
arrived in George under heavy clouds and some rain. That night we 
enjoyed a Taiwanese dinner with some of the Cape and Klerksdorp 
visitors.     
 
Saturday morning early was gloomy, and I had arranged with the 
Cape contingent to have breakfast with them at the Farmers 
Market in Sedgefield. Well, the heavens opened, but breakfast we 
had, and some other purchases were made as well. The rain on 
the way back to George did not bode well for the show, but the 
clouds soon parted and the sun made an appearance.  
 
Ek was verras om  te  sien hoeveel motors daar alreeds was toe ek 
10h00 daar aangekom het. Die rye was alreeds vol met veteraan 
motors in goed georganiseerde reguit rye. Die gelyke grond en 
gebrek van omheinings het dit maklik gemaak om by die skou rond 
te loop.Vir my was die hoogtepunt van die skou die rare gesig van 
6 Cadillacs van Stormsrivier. Die pienk Eldorado is my tipe kar. Ek 
wonder of die eienaar dit sal ruil vir ’n Ford Model A?  Ek dink nie 
ek het al so baie veteraan motors op een plek die afgelope 20 jaar 
gesien nie. 
 
Mercede Benz het weereens ’n paar interessante motors gehad. 
Waar kom hierdie motors vandaan? Is daar ’n geheime 
versameling in die Suid Kaap? ‘n Lang ministerieële motor van 
Lesotho en ‘n baie skaars 300SEL 6.3 limo. Die plaaslike VW 
Beetle groep was daar in volle sterkte. Die hoogtepunt was een 
van die vroeëre 2 venster Beetles in ’n uitstekende kondisie. Dit 
was onder hierdie motors en “hotrods” dat die jong mense te vinde 
was. Die gerug dat jongmense nie belangstel in veteraan motors 
nie is ook verkeerd. Die probleem is dat die ouer lede nie 
belangstelling toon in die jonger lede nie. Dit het duidelik geword vir 
my toe ek met een van die jonger lede gepraat het by een klub wat 
ek besoek het.   
 
On the upper level of the grounds, together with VW’s and Hotrods 
were the mostly previously disadvantaged, with some lovely 
modified and mostly American cars. Now why are they not being 
welcomed into the movement? If we were to welcome them into the 
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movement, then maybe the Bank who used to sponsor our rallies, 
would realize that it is not an “elitist movement”, but of interest to 
everyone. Another plus was that the loud music and talking were 
absent for some of the morning.  
 
The evening Braai is always a highlight, and even torrential rain 
could not dampen the fires or the wonderful company.  Really a 
good evening, with superb pap and sous and mielies.  Well done to 
all at the SCOCC. You do the movement proud. 
 
Regards to All, 
 
����������������� ���

________________________ 
 

SAVVA – Technical Tip No.1 
 

Who needs a Fire Extinguisher? 
 
Most of us rarely carry a fire extinguisher – although there’s no 
excuse for not doing so as most of us have a shelf full of them – we 
were however reminded of the wisdom of carrying one very 
recently. 
 
At a recent club meeting we watched the arrival of a magnificent 
Ford Thunderbird convertible. The owner obviously had a problem, 
as once in the grounds he pulled off the road onto the grass verge. 
Evidently, the problem was binding brakes and he had battled to 
get to his destination. What he didn’t realize was that the automatic 
transmission had overheated to the extent that when he stopped, 
the fluid shot out the dipstick/filler pipe all over the engine and onto 
the long dry grass below.  
  
He got out of the car and as he opened the bonnet to see what was 
going on the whole lot went up in flames. By standers desperately 
tried to push the car off the burning grass but by now the brakes 
were jammed tight and it wouldn’t move. The owner started the car 
and tried to reverse it but the transmission was also a “no go”. By 
then the flames from the grass were engulfing the engine 
compartment.   
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Fortunately, there was a Sunbeam Alpine parked close by who’s 
owner had just returned from a National Rally in the Drakensberg 
and still had the obligatory fire extinguisher in the boot. He didn’t 
know if it worked or not (naughty) – but grabbed it and while 
running read the instructions, pulled out pin, and Walla it worked - 
depositing white powder all over the engine and grass under the 
car – FIRE OUT.    
 
Lesson learned. If it wasn’t for a rally and the fire extinguisher still 
lying in the boot of the car - there could have been one less 
beautiful Thunderbird convertible in the world – or a seriously 
damaged one. 
 
Let’s take note of this incident and carry a “working” fire 
extinguisher in the future – in our vintage and even in our modern 
cars. 
 
Eric McQuillian 

_______________________________ 
 

FOR SALE 
 

·  Austin A40 Pick-up - ±1954. needs TLC. Contact Mrs. Swart on 082 

533 3311 and make an offer. 
 

·  Valiant barracuda  – 1966. Restored to original. R35000-00.  
Mercedes  Benz 350SLC  – 1974. Condition OK. R25000-00 
Wanted: Chev Alcamino windscreen, interior door handles and wheels. 
Contact Dave Varkel on 082 776 0652 / 044 533 0577 (Plett). 

 
·  Triumph Spitfire  – 1962 LHD. Price negotiable. 
Opel Record  – 1973 2.5 coupé fast back. Original ±R25000-00. contact 
Pieter Venter on 082 351 4123 (Bloemfontein). 
 
·  Anita Visser has a list of spares for old cars too long for publication. 

Contact her by e-mail at: anitavisser@telkomsa.net 
 

·  Chevrolet Commodor  4.1 – 1980. with C.O.R. Price negotiable. Contact 
Gert Julie on 054 971 0077. 

 
·  David Kotze needs information and spares for a Renault Floride . Please 

contact him on 02 693 5635 if you can assist. 
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