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GRS Gl ATT 2

Many members may not know this, but June 2008 is a very
important month for our Club. Exactly 20 years ago a small
group of old-car enthusiasts came together at the Boshoff’s
house in Moodie Street and took the first steps to create the
Club that we have today! Had it not been for this group’s
passion and enthusiasm for restoring and conserving old
vehicles, the SCOCC would not have been in existence! As a
Club we have grown in leaps and bounds, and are fortunate
enough to have many of the founder members still active in
Club events today. | salute these people (I think that most
members know who they are) and hope that they will still be
around for many years to come with their infinite knowledge of
and contacts in the old-car movement, and that their
enthusiasm keeps on stimulating others to get involved in our
hobby. Next year we can celebrate our official “coming-of-age™!!

I am also happy to inform all that as a result of our very
successful show in February we were able to make donations to
two very worthy causes this year. CANSA does sterling work
among our community assisting cancer sufferers, informing
people of possible dangers and gathering knowledge of this
disease. The S.P.C.A. concerns itself with our furry, feathered
and scaly friends which are an important part of our everyday
lives. May these two organizations continue to provide the
excellent service that they do — they really do need all the
support that they can get.

The next three months are extremely busy as far as activities
are concerned, so please consult your Spanner, newsletter and
our website to keep abreast with things and try to attend the
functions that you can — it makes the difference!

Happy Birthday and safe motoring

Mike



EDITORIAL

The job of editor is often a difficult one. For some reason
there are very few people out there that like putting pen to
paper and it is difficult to convince anyone to write something
for publication. If any of you out there have this irresistible
urge to write, please submit articles for possible inclusion in
the SPANNER, preferably by e-mail to info@scocc.co.za for
attention: The Editor. Thanks to Jeremy Witts-Hewinson for
his contribution on the recent Olive Festival in Prince Albert.
Weereens, baie dankie ook aan oom Charles van Zyl vir sy
gereelde Kollig artikels (wat ons hierdie maand oorslaan). So
kan ons darem van die klublede leer ken.

Well, winter has suddenly arrived with a “bang” and we have
experienced out first cold spell. This miserable weather
pattern also ensures that the next few events will be aimed at
warming the cold souls. This includes the soup and bread
evening in June and the potjiekos in July.

Kom en geniet Maandagaand 16 Junie by Glenwood skool ‘n
verskeidenheid van die lekkerste sop wat in die Suid-Kaap te
vinde is. Daar is ‘n hele paar bobaas “sopkokers” in ons
midde en ons hoop dat ons weer op julle kan staat maak.
Dieselfde geld vir die broodbakkers. Die
fondsinsamelingsaksie in samewerking met die Life
Community Services waartydens ‘n rekord poging
aangewend sou word vir motorwas op die selfde dag sal nie
meer sal plaasvind nie.

The outing to the Olive Festival in Prince Albert was
reasonably well supported while the Inter Club outing to
Swellendam was less well supported. Your's truly tried to

attend the Swellendam outing, but had to abandon the effort
3



at Riversdale and return home with a sick MG (damned
ignition coil). The outing was thoroughly enjoyed by the
handful that attended however.

Ons het nou al vir verskeie jare die ondersteuning van die
Suid-Kaap Trekker en Implemente Vereniging geniet by ons
jaarlikse George Oumotorskou. Die Suid-Kaap Oumotorklub
se komitee het besluit om die Veteraan Trekker en
Implimentevereniging se komende skou op 23 en 23
Augustus op Hedelberg as ‘n amptelike uitstappie te
ondersteun. Kom ons kyk hoeveel van ons lede hul ou motors
daarheen kan neem.

August is a busy month with no less than three events taking
place. Please attend the events and keep our Club alive. We
must not let the ever increasing petrol price dampen our
enthusiasm to use our old cars. They may not necessarily be
the most fuel efficient cars on the road but at least we still
have the freedom in our area to use them on the roads. At
least my MGB is lighter on fuel than my Toyota and makes
my daily commuting between George and Mossel Bay fairly
affordable.

Please remember to keep Jean Boshoff in your thoughts and
prayers. Jean, we wish you a speedy recovery after the
operation and know that you can beat the illness. We hope to
see you soon again at our outings. Incidentally, the Chairman
has reminded us of the birth of our Club twenty years ago and
founder members Jack and Jean Boshoff with membership
number 1 are still some of the most active members of our
club.

Oumotor groete

Phillip Rosser



FORTIGYINTG Y0075

16 June 2008 18:30 - Youth Day - Soup & bread evening at
Glenwood School. Come and enjoy the variety of fabulous
soups. Bring own cutlery and crockery and drinks.

6 July 2008 Annual Potjiekos at Glentana NG Church hall. Please
note that this event has had to be moved one week earlier due to
the availability of the venue. Depart at 11:30 from the Game
parking lot in York Street to be there at around 12:00. Paid up
members, their spouses and their school going children qualify for
a free lunch. Guests will be charged R25-00 per head.

2 — 3 August 2008 - Oakdale Festival at Riversdale.
Accommodation available at R440 per chalet. £10km gravel road.
The Club has booked 5 chalets and need to confirm these by 16™
July. Please contact Jan Wright on 044 698 1505 for details and to
confirm your weekend booking before 15" July.

9 August 2008 - National Women’s Day. Casino lunch. Let's
treat the ladies again this year.

22 — 23 August 2008 - Vintage Tractor Show in Heidelberg.
Let’'s support the Tractor Club in the same manner as they
regularly support our Old Car Show. We will plan a drive there
on the Saturday.

21 — 27 September 2008 - S. A. Model T Tour.

24 September 2008 - Heritage Day — Join the Model T Tour
for wine tasting at Calitsdorp.

September 2008 — Snoek braai with the Mercedes Benz
Club.



NON CLUB EVENTS

14 June 2008 — Sinksabrug NG Church bazaar. Please make an
effort to support this function as the church provides us with the
venue for the potjiekos free of charge. In return, those that attend
the Bazaar with an old car and arrive before 08:00 will get a free
breakfast.

3 August 2008 - Pretoria Cars in the Park.

21 September 2008 - Modderfontein Swop Meet

New Members

The following new members have joined our club recently. We wish
to extend a hearty welcome to them and look forward to meeting at
our forthcoming events.

Rolf & Ada van Lubeck from Wlderness. 1941 Chev.

Louis & Sonja Benade from Witsand. 1952 MGTD.
1924 Willys Knight Overlander.

Lew & Heather Baker from George. 1934 Aston Martin
1970 Aston Martin
Various Race Cars

Pieter & Laurette Beukes from Orchid. 1935 Ford
1958 Chev Biscayne
1959 Pontiac

Pierre & Tilly Olivier from Blanco. 1959 Morris Minor
1959 Morris Minor

Kosie & Johanna Lamprecht from Blanco.
1976 Mercedes Benz
1977 Mercedes Benz



S.C.0.C.C. makes a valuable contribution to
another successful Prince Albert Olive Festival

By Jeremy Witts-Hewinson

This story started over a year ago. Our Fintail had just been
restored and the Olive Festival Old Car Parade was the first
opportunity to show her off. We had guests that morning and
we were running a little late so we had to “put foot” or “maak
die pap dik aan” as some would say. Now to be in a hurry in a
'67 200 Diesel remains a bit of a contradiction - so much so
that the very polite lad manning the barrier across the road
explained that we were too late! Some complicated story
about the cars were in front of the trompoppies and should we
try to squeeze past them we would cause unimaginable
chaos. | had to concede that should Suzie have WHOOSHED
past those “oh-so short” skirts there could well have been a
few old oomies whose pacemakers may have missed a beat
or, worse still, they may have got a gooie handsakklap should
their eyes have lingered just a little too long. A little
disappointed, we parked nearby and stood patiently waiting
for a cavalcade of grand classics to motor past. Alas, one
gracious truck, an MG (a sole visitor from the SCOCC I'm
told) and then the trompoppies... and their skirts weren’t
nearly anywhere near as threatening as | had been warned.
We went home just a little disappointed.

This year things changed. It seems that our members really
took Gawie Breytenbach’'s plea seriously and arrived in
pleasing numbers. Those who motored from George and
Oudtshoorn kindly stopped at the Klarstroom Guest House for
coffee and apple tart before chugging off to the parade. We
followed after, in time to join the rest.

Whilst we cruised sedately down the main road - a Formula

One Grand Prix start would have seemed sedate in
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Left & below: Two of
the cars seen at the
Olive Festival in Prins
Albert.

comparison to the hullabaloo generated by a vibrant troupe of
Kaap-se-Klopse that headed the parade — | became acutely
aware of the pleasure we are able to give other people by
taking our classic and vintage cars onto the roads. The oohs
and aahs one heard along the route confirmed this.

“Ah, isn’t she cute!” a young woman exclaimed as we drove
by. | was just thinking that “cute” is not a term one should use
for a Mercedes Fintail. Then | realized she was pointing at my
three year old daughter sitting in her car seat (properly
fastened in thanks to Jack Boshoff modifying and installing a
modern B.M.W. safety belt) who had managed to perfect her

“Queen Mother wave” — you know the two-moves-back-one
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move-forward one!

Well done S.CO.C.C.! Those of you who ventured over the
mountain gave many people a lot of pleasure that day. Now if
a cup of coffee and a slice of apple tart can get you okes
going we may have to organize with the traffic department to
avoid a traffic jam should we offer something like breakfast at
cost? Watch this space

THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN VETERAN AND VINTAGE ASSOCIATIO N
VETERAAN MOTORVERENIGING vir SUIDER AFRIKA
NEWSLETTER

May 2008

A lot is being said about the decision to have triangles at the
back of vehicles competing in National events. | would like to
give the reasons for this decision. An event | attended a few
years ago was held in some very cold and rainy weather.
Visibility through the Meiringspoort was extremely limited.
Very few of the competing vehicles had adequate lighting.
Most had one small dim rear light. Some had more than one
tail-light, but even these were not sufficient for the driving
conditions. Last year on the Veteran run at Worcester one of
the vehicles on a trailer was almost rammed by a truck. | was
traveling close behind this, and the truck missed the trailer by
less than 20cms. The trailer did not have adequate visibility,
and if the truck did not swerve into the other lane one veteran
car would have been history. SAVVA has available an
appropriate sign for the back of your trailer or the sweep
vehicle on any event.

The old car movement in South Africa is fortunate to be able

to still have free access to our public roads for our events and
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| and others do not want to jeopardize this by having one or
more of our competitors involved in an accident due to our
vehicles not having sufficient warning to other motorists.
During our events we are not actually using the road in a
normal way, as our adherence to Route schedules make us
drive in un-predictable patterns, at least for the unknowing
and unsuspecting road user.

We have to stay within the legal parameters regarding
signage on vehicles, materials used, color coding and size.
The yellow reflective tape on a triangle with a non flashing red
LED light proved to meet all the requirements for vehicles.
The Triangle is a cheaper option than insisting that all
vehicles have regulation light and indicators front and back.
This can very easily be moved among your different vehicles.
You do not need to have one for each car. | personally would
prefer that all vehicles had regulation lights and indicators
fitted front and back but leave that to your discretion.

On the recent Veteran run in the Natal midlands all
competitors had the triangle and it was very useful in the
cloudy and misty conditions.

Much has been written about the load shedding these past
few months and why its sudden stopping. The best reason |
have read to date is in this month's Noseweek magazine.
Eishkom actually ran out of coal, simple as that. Now | have
read that only one coal- fired power station is not near a mine
(Majuba) and needs to have coal trucked or railed in, but one
of the excuses offered by the incompetents was the
unavailabity of transport to get coal to the power stations. The
cost escalation is because export coal is now being bought at
a higher price, while the power stations are designed to use
the lowest grade of coal. Due to a lack of quality control rocks
are replacing coal in some deliveries from dubious sources.
Camden has a dedicated coal mine right next door and used

to be supplied by conveyor but now coal is being trucked in
10



from another colliery to supply it. When | was younger and
working for one of the mining houses a wise and wealthy old
gentleman once said to me “when doing business with any
government or parastatal never trust anyone you can't bribe.”
Things don't change, the amounts just get bigger.

The auctioning of repossessed vehicles is now big business,
figures being bandied around of as much as 6000 vehicles
per month being sold .The fact that a few Bentleys and
Ferraris and many Porsches have come under the hammer
seems surprising. | thought you only bought those when you
could afford it.

The sales figures for new cars are on a downward spiral , but
the actual figures for last month for some are unbelievable:
Chrysler Sebring -13 units, Alfa 147 -1 unit, but at the upper
end of the scale Ferrari and Maserati- 18 units.

Perhaps now is the time for shakedown of the number of
models offered in this country. No manufacturer can justify
offering a cheapish vehicle with sales as low as the Sebring
and Alfa. | can't under stan d why Chrysler don't offer the
Dodge range of pickups. They are similar in price to the
Sebring with the 3.7 engine. In fact there is not more than
$1500 difference in the price. | am sure they would be a
bigger seller than the Sebring.

Attached is the first news about the SAVVA National and
Magnum Motor Cycle Rally in Badplaas in August. Let's
support this event and make it a big one. After a hard day's
riding or driving what better way to relax than in the lovely hot
water springs.

Have a good one,

Fred (and many thanks to Wynand for his contribution).
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SAVVA Technical Tips no 15
Overheating

Most of us who have owned older cars have experienced
overheating problems - often part of owning an early car. This is
especially true on the highveld where water boils at about 95
degrees which is close to the operating temperature of many of
these early cars. This means that water reaches boiling point
guicker with the result that the radiator water is discharged onto the
road via the overflow pipe with the consequent loss of cooling
system water.

To overt this problem we have found it helps to pressurize the
system slightly by fitting a small pressurized expansion tank.

Stepl  Seal the radiator cap

Step2  Connect the overflow pipe to a small tank which could be
at chassis level. This pipe should enter the tank at the
bottom.

Step 3 At the top of the tank fit a standard low pressure cap.
3psi (2kpa)

What happens is that when the engine heats up, because of the
pressurised system, the boiling point is raised to about 103c which
is well above the engines operating temperature.

When the engine heats up and the water in the radiator expands it
is discharged into the overflow tank. When the engine is not in use
and the water cools down it is “sucked” back into the radiator from
the overflow tank — much in the same way as modern cars work.
We have used this system with excellent results on a 1934 Ford
and Buick and a 28 Austin.

An ideal overflow tank is the one used on early BMC Mini’s and
1100's. They are made of brass and on most cars can be tucked
away out of site.

Sent in by Brian Lawlor

Printing by Copy Cat - Hibernia Street George
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